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When Criminalization and
Immigration Enforcement
Intersect
➔ Crimmigration as the intersection and convergence of the criminal

justice and immigration systems into a streamlined system that
works to further expand immigration enforcement, detentions and
deportations. In blurring the lines between the criminal justice
system and the immigration system, non-citizens charged with
“crimes” can be transferred over from criminal custody into
immigration detention or ICE custody.

Criminalization of Immigrants
●
●
●
●
●
●

●
●

“Juan Crow” is a term used to describe racist policies targeting Latinx immigrants,
compares oppressive immigration laws to Jim Crow laws.
Prop 187, passed by CA voters in 1994 tried to make it illegal for undocumented
immigrants to use state resources.
ICE was created as part of the Department of Homeland Security after 9/11.
The “Secure Communities” program partners local police with ICE.
Obama deported millions of people and was at times called the “Deporter-in-Chief”
Trump greatly increased immigration enforcement!
○ His Department of Justice made crossing the border a criminal rather
than civil oﬀense.
○ This is a major justiﬁcation for the “family separation” policy - charging the parents
in criminal prosecutions - when families were formerly kept together.
Under Biden, there have been MASS deportations of Black migrants & refugees from
Haiti, Cameroon and elsewhere.
The Biden administration continues to enforce the policies of Trump.

Orange County Rapid
Response Network
Mission: The OCRRN is an interconnected system of nonproﬁt and grassroots
organizations, civil rights attorneys, law school clinic, and community members working
together to respond to immigration enforcement actions in Orange County by:
●
●
●
●
●

Documenting and disseminating information to the public about immigration raids and
immigration enforcement actions;
organizing and leading community education events, trainings for directly impacted
community members, allies & organizers, and outreach to public oﬃcials;
supporting and enforcing local policies that advance and defend the rights of
immigrants;
connecting aﬀected people with attorneys that embrace a participatory defense model
of deportation defense;
connect aﬀected people and families with non-legal community resources

Community Response to Immigration
Enforcement Activities in Orange County
Key Immigration Resources
●

Filming ICE

●

Family Preparedness Plan

●

First 24 Hours

●

Consultation Contacts

●

Real vs. Fake Warrant

●

Workplace Raids

●

KYR for people in CA prisons

Resources

Participatory Defense &
the First Responders Network
Participatory Defense is a
community organizing model
centered on empowering
community members facing
charges, their families, and
communities - to have an impact
on the outcome of their cases and
to transform the landscape of
power in the immigration, youth,
civil, criminal justice systems.

Hugo

Principles of Participatory Defense
●

Family and community strength can play a role in stopping a deportation and getting
someone released from detention.
○ Any work is led by those that are directly impacted and their families to show up
for themselves. First Responders facilitate a space where families can get
feedback and support to help move a case forward.

●

A Participatory Defense space is not a substitute for legal advice or legal service
providing. This is a community space intended to be led by families and for families.

●

Although Participatory Defense Organizers and First Responders are volunteers, there is
a level of commitment to the work and supporting families in the short and long term.

●

Collective consciousness building with those directly impacted, their families, loved
ones, community members and general public goes a long way in building collective
power to take action and seek justice.

●

Mutual aid is at the core and the driving force of our work.

Who Does Participatory Defense Serve?
➢

➢
➢

➢
➢

PD serves individuals impacted by the immigration and/or criminal justice systems. This includes detained and
non-detained cases where an impacted individual or their loved one can advocate for their case with others who are
also doing the same thing in the space. There are a variety of cases in the space that focus on the following:
○
Family court
○
U-Visa
○
Post-conviction relief
○
9th Circuit
○
BIA
Our PD hub primarily serves Latinx Individuals, but we have also served Black and AAPI people in OC.
50% of the cases in our space from 2021-2022 were detained cases.
○
Individuals were detained in Adelanto, Adelanto-Desert View Annex, Otay Mesa, & Yuba County Jail
○
50% of 2021-2022 detained cases are ICE transfer cases
■
As of May 2022, 66% of detained PD members are ICE transfers.
Regional snapshot: 50% from Santa Ana, 20% Costa Mesa, 10% Anaheim, 10% Garden Grove, 10%: La Habra,
Fullerton, Buena Park & other OC cities
One third of the immigration cases our community members are navigating have a mental health component. Many of
our community members that enter the criminal justice system and then are transferred to ICE have struggled
addressing issues like:
○
PTSD, Schizophrenia, Depression
■
At the moment the OCRRN has teamed up with Pepperdine’s Aliento Program to refer community
members for weekly consultations if necessary

Landscape of Recent Immigration Enforcement
Activities in Orange County
Under the Biden Administration, the OCRRN received less calls on the hotline for enforcement activities happening in Orange County.
Workplace raids, direct targeting of individuals in their homes is lower than the previous administration. Instead, they have seen local PD
departments arrest individuals, and then transfer them over to ICE. This is the biggest trend that has been noticed.
➢
➢
➢

Hotline calls have become word of mouth referrals
Community members are finding avenues to be released from detention by appealing directly to their ICE officers
Immigration Detention & COVID
○
Hernandez-Roman v. Wolf Litigation
■
This allowed for many individuals in immigration detention at Adelanto Detention Center to be released due to
COVID-19 social distancing protocols
○
Fraihat V. ICE Covid-19 Order
■
This means that a federal judge found ICE’s systemic response to the pandemic to be systemically deficient
as well as ICE’s response to the spread of COVID-19 objectively deliberately indifferent in violation of the
U.S. Constitution and federal disability law.
■
Protected individuals with medical conditions that made them high risk - allowed for them to be released.
■
As of July 2022, individuals are no longer being release on Fraihait Covid-19 requests
○
ICE has granted more paroles than usual and releases are occurring gradually.
○
Folks are still being detained by ICE but taken to other facilities.
●
Two community members were recently taken to the Aurora Detention facility in Colorado

Landscape of Recent Immigration Enforcement
Activities in Orange County
➢

➢

Legal Tactics
○
Prosecutorial Discretion requests
○
Parole requests decided by ICE
○
Post Conviction Relief
■
helping to vacate criminal convictions due to ineffective assistance of counsel;
■
people who were not warned about immigration consequences when given plea deals;
■
people who were wrongfully convicted, etc.
Highlighting Affected Communities and the Community Organizations in Orange County who are supporting:

Non-Attorney Legal Interventions
●
●
●

●

Reach out and Stay Connected to the Family or Directly Impacted community member
Gather Supporting Evidence for a Social Bio Packet to highlight positive equities
Coordinate Calls with Family and the Attorney
○ Public Defender (criminal attorney) to consider Immigration Consequences
○ Immigration Attorney
System Navigation
○ Court Watch, ICE Check-ins, Probation
○ Obtaining Police Reports, Detention Visitation, and Locating someone Detained
○ Posting Bond,
○ Obtaining Attorney and Court Documents,
○ Obtaining RAP Sheet

How the Landscape Has
Changed In California
●

Today, many immigrants see California as a beacon of hope and inclusion. The state is home to almost 11
million immigrants—about a quarter of the foreign-born population nationwide. In 2019, the most current
year of data, 27% of California’s population was foreign born, more than double the percentage in the rest
of the country.

●

More than half (53%) of California’s immigrants are naturalized US citizens, and another 25% have some other
legal status (including green cards and visas). According to the Center for Migration Studies, about 22% of
immigrants in California are undocumented. From 2010 to 2019, the number of undocumented immigrants in the
state declined from 2.9 million to 2.3 million. Though they often work for the lowest wages, undocumented
immigrants alone contribute more than $200 billion a year to the state’s economy.

●

Thanks to advocacy efforts by immigrants’ rights groups and other allies, California lawmakers began to
see that anti-immigrant measures were not benefitting, but rather harming, the state. California’s legislative
environment eventually became one of the most pro-immigrant in the nation. The state now allows
immigrant students to have access to higher education, makes driver’s licenses and professional licenses
available regardless of immigration status, and restricts state and local participation in federal immigration
enforcement.

Source: Public Policy Institute of CA

Summary of Overview of Immigration
Legislation in California
Pro-Immigrant Laws That Have Passed in California
➢

The TRUST Act (AB 4) went into effect on Jan. 1, 2014. Under this state law, local
law enforcement can not hold individuals for extra time in local jail in response to
ICE hold requests, with some exceptions. Resources on TRUST Act

➢

The TRUTH Act (AB 2792) went into effect on Jan. 1, 2017. Under this state law,
local law enforcement must provide know your rights information and copies of any
ICE holds, notification, or transfer requests to the individual who is the subject of
the request and their attorney/representative. Resources on TRUTH Act

➢

The California Values Act (SB 54), went into effect on Jan. 1, 2018, curtails use of
state and local resources from engaging in deportations and create safe spaces,
including at schools, health facilities, and courthouses. Resources on Values Act

Summary
More Background
of Overview
onof
Immigration
Immigration
Legislation in California
With respect to measures seeking to disentangle the work of state and local law enforcement officers from
federal immigration enforcement in particular, California has led the way with pro-immigrant laws:
➢

In 2013 we saw the passage of one of the first state-level sanctuary laws in the country, the
TRUST Act (AB 4). The TRUST (Transparency and Responsibility Using State Tools) Act limits
local jails from wastefully holding people for extra time, solely for deportation purposes and went
into effect on January 1, 2014. Under the TRUST Act, local police & sheriffs CANNOT hold people
for immigration if they are arrested or convicted of minor crimes - for example most traffic
offences. And in many other cases, local law enforcement can only hold people if they have a prior
conviction. This is the law everywhere in California.

Several years later, problems with local law enforcement entanglement with federal immigration
enforcement persisted. Although fewer California residents were being detained by state and local
authorities pursuant to ICE requests known as immigration detainers, nearly 10,000 residents were still
being transferred to ICE custody a year because of information sharing between state and local officials
and federal immigration officials.
➢

California therefore enacted the Transparent Review of Unjust Transfers and Holds, or TRUTH
Act (AB 2792). The TRUTH Act (AB 2792) provides vital know your rights information to our
immigrant community members who are in Immigration and Customs Enforcement’s (ICE)
cross-hairs and bring some transparency to local law enforcement participation in federal
immigration enforcement.The TRUTH Act went into effect on January 1, 2017.
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Legislation
in California
in California
& New Bills
But the fight did not end there. Between the passage of the TRUTH Act and its effective date, Donald J. Trump was elected as
President. Trump promised to deport 2 to 3 million immigrants and intended to rely heavily on the work of state and local officials to
carry out his plans. Seeking to further distance itself from the inflammatory anti-immigrant platform of the Trump administration,
California set to work on several additional legislative bills.
➢

Significantly, in 2017, California enacted the VALUES Act (SB 54)—the strongest state law to disentangle local law
enforcement involvement with ICE to date. The law “provide[s] essential safeguards to ensure that police, schools, health
facilities, courts, and the California Division of Labor Standards Enforcement remain accessible to Californians from all walks
of life and that California’s limited resources are directed to matters of greatest concern to state and local governments.” It
prohibits local law enforcement from asking about an individual’s immigration status, detaining a person under any
circumstances to give ICE time to pick the person up, notifying ICE of the release date or otherwise facilitating the transfer of
a person in custody to ICE except under limited circumstances, or having a 287(g) agreement with ICE, among other
activities. SB 54 went into effect on January 1, 2018.

Recent Proposed Law:
The VISION Act (AB 937), authored by Assemblymember Wendy Carrillo, was introduced in the California state 2021 legislative
session. The VISION Act passed the Assembly and is currently on the Senate Floor in the 2022 legislative session. The VISION
Act would protect community members who have already been deemed eligible for release from being transferred by local jails
and our state prison system to immigration detention. The VISION Act takes urgent and necessary strides toward ensuring that
our local and state tax dollars are not used to funnel immigrants into dangerous health conditions in immigration detention,
violate Constitutional protections, and separate immigrant families and communities.

IOOCA & VISION ACT ADVOCACY

IOOCA & VISION ACT ADVOCACY

LOCAL ADVOCACY

Our Community’s Stories
#FreeMemoKuan

#Honduras
@http.fmp.949

#FreeThemAll

Building A Campaign

STEPS & TOOLS FOR CAMPAIGN BUILDING
1.
2.
3.
4.
5.
6.

Determine your objective and establish a clearly deﬁned goal
Identify your target audience
Create your message
Develop a strategy
Implement your campaign
Measure and analyze your results

Live or In-person:
Virtual / Electronic
● Rally/March/Protest
● One-click letter writing campaign
● Press Conferences
(Action Network) targeting national to
● Banner Drops
city-wide elected oﬃcials
● Petition/Letter Delivery
● Petition
● Text/phone banking
● Social Media:
● Phone zap
○ Twitter Storm
● Postcard campaign
○ Instagram Posts & Stories
● Mutual Aid Fundraiser
○ Developing a Toolkit
● Giving Public Comment
● Fundraisers
● Writing Op-Ed

Stay Connected with OCRRN!
@oc_rrn

THANK YOU!

@ocrrn

OC Rapid Response Network

Image from @createcareculturela Mutual aid graphic

